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The Celebration! Connection 
Celebration Lutheran Church  

is located at: 

39375 Joy Road, Westland, MI 48185         

(Tel)734-582-4112  

Our website is: www.celebrationlc.com 

Watch us on Facebook 9:30am Sundays: 

www.facebook.com/celebrationlc  

FROM THE PASTOR  
  
When I was going to college at Capital University in Colum-
bus (my first go-around with higher education), I became a 
part of Phi Mu Alpha music fraternity and lived on that frater-
nity’s floor in Schaaf Hall.    
  
At one point, an incoming pledge class thought it would be 
soooooo funny to “sneak” into my room, take all of my 500-
ish records, remove the records from the sleeves and replace 
them with other records from other sleeves.  Meaning, there-
fore, that no matter what sleeve I pulled from the shelf, some 
other recording would have been placed within it!   
  
Funny, huh?.....  
 
It’s like an old Calvin & Hobbes cartoon in which Hobbes, 
Calvin’s stuffed tiger, asks, “Did you make any resolutions for 
the New Year?”  
  
Calvin becomes highly indignant and shouts, “NO! I’m fine 
just the way I am! Why should I change? In fact, I think it’s 
high time the world started to change to suit ME! I don’t see 
why I should do all the changing around here. If the New Year 
requires resolutions, I say it’s up to everybody else, not me! I 
don’t need to improve! Everyone ELSE does!” After he finish-
es his tirade Calvin asks, “How about you? Did you make any 
resolutions? 
 
Calvin becomes highly indignant and shouts, “NO! I’m fine 
just the way I am! Why should I change? In fact, I think it’s 
high time the world started to change to suit ME!  
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 I don’t see why I should do all the changing 
around here. If the New Year requires resolu-
tions, I say it’s up to everybody else, not me! I 
don’t need to improve! Everyone ELSE does!” 
After he finishes his tirade Calvin asks, “How 
about you? Did you make any resolutions?”  
  
Hobbes says, “Well, I had resolved to be less 
offended by human nature, but I think I blew it 
already.”  
  
Oh, yeah. Some of us think we have arrived, that 
we don’t have any more growing to do. And we 
think we know everything about God we’re ever 
going to know. You know, the old “don’t tell me 
the facts my mind is made up” attitude.    
  
Of course, some people prefer being in the 
dark.  It’s comforting for them.  In fact, a num-
ber of years ago, there were some restaurants 
that had begun turning out all the lights and 
serving meals in the dark.  Diners were not told 
what they were eating.  Apparently, this was to 
allow the diners to focus on the flavor of the 
food.  Wait staff wore night-vision goggles so as 
to minimize the risk of trips or spills. (Of course, 
if you’re rather plain looking or chewed with 
your mouth open, maybe dining in the dark has 
its advantages!)  
  
I think that’s a metaphor for what many church-
es have gone through during the much-lamented 
time of the pandemic, when, in order to try to 
keep people “safe” people were told to stay 
home and watch the worship online.  The prob-
lem now is that even though the Center for Dis-
ease  Control has made it crystal clear that there 
is significantly less risk of severe illness, hospi-
talization and death compared to  earlier in the 
pandemic, people have gotten out of the “habit” 
of gathering together and bathing in the light of 
Christ here in this beautiful worship space that is 
filled with beautiful people!    
 
 
We need each other!  
We need to pray and praise God, together!  
We need Jesus! TOGETHER!  

 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a leader of the Con-
fessing Church of Germany, was arrested by 
the Nazi’s. As Bonhoeffer lay in a darkened 
cell, he hears a fellow prisoner weeping from 
the cell next to him. So, Bonhoeffer says to 
him through the wall, “I am a pastor. Would 
you like to pray?" “I don't believe in prayer," 
came the reply. But, undaunted, Bonhoeffer 
continues, “If you can hear me, put your 
hands on the wall as if you were touching 
mine." Then the great religious leader offered 
this prayer:  
  
Lord, it is dark in me, but in You it is day.  
I am alone, but You will stay.  
I am afraid—You never cease.  
I am at war—in You is peace.  
  
And the great martyr wrote that he heard the 
tapping of the hand on the other side of the 
prison cell. A soldier on his way to his death 
had heard and received that prayer.  
  
Now is the time, more than ever, to gather 
together as a caring community where we  
can belong, grow, be loved, and flourish.   
  
NOW is the time to love again, to serve 
again, and to HOPE again, in Community!  
  
Oh, the new again discoveries you will 
make!  
  
So, see YOU in church!  
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End of Life  

Seminar 
 
You are cordially in-
vited to an end of 

life pre-planning seminar hosted by the 
Cadillac Memorial Gardens West Ceme-
tery and Uht Funeral Home on Wednes-
day, September 28, at 10am at Celebra-
tion Lutheran Church.    
 

Making end-of-life arrangements is some-
thing that no one likes to think about but 
doing so saves your family unbelievable 
emotional and financial stress at the worst 
time of their life. At this seminar, we will 
go over everything you need to know 
about making your pre-need arrange-
ments at the cemetery and at the funeral 
home.   

Coffee and light refreshments will be 
served. All you need to bring is your 
questions and a desire to learn how to 
protect your loved ones.  
 

Please RSVP to Heather Holland: 734-
721-7161 
or hholland@cadillacmemorialwest.com. 
If you can't make it that day, please call 
Heather for an appointment to go over the 
information. 

 

Hamilton Happenings 
 
Hamilton School started on August 
29.  On that day we delivered over 100 

starter kits complete with pencil sharpen-
ers and over 200 more com-
plete except for the pencil 
sharpener.  That works well for 
the students as the pencil sharp-

eners are intended for use by 
the 5th graders.  Hamilton's 
Ann Myles was very 

Update  

Adult Forum is 

considering op-

tions for fall. Many would like the op-

portunity to chat with friends and meet 

any visitors during coffee hour. Others 

can’t attend physically for various rea-

sons. We are thinking of trying the idea 

of going back to holding Adult Forum 

after service on Sunday, allowing a 10 

minute fellowship time, followed by a 

45-50 minute study time. We could also 

make it a Zoom meeting, as well, to in-

clude those who would not be able to 

attend in person. 

There has also been a suggestion that 

we hold Forum only on  3 out of the 4 

Sundays, leaving one week a month to 

allow us to participate in fellowship 

during coffee hour. 

Possible topics for Adult Forum could 

include one of the following: 

Luther’s Catechism or Book of Romans 

Jane Alder and George Evalt 

 pleased with our willingness to support 
the students at the start of the school 
year. Next month we'll report on other 
opportunities for Celebration member 
support. 
 
Thanks to many members who provided 
parts for the kits and the about 16 per-
sons who stayed after worship on the 
28th to get the kits assembled and deliv-
ered.. 
 
By George,  
In His service 

mailto:hholland@cadillacmemorialwest.com


4 

Good Hope Food Panty 

  

People are still struggling with food insecurity 
every day. Although fresh fruits and vegetables 
are the best choice,  many people can’t afford to 
buy them.. The food pantries need food that has a 
longer shelf life for the communities they serve. 
Proteins are another necessity. Please help us 
meet our mission to serve our community by do-
nating to the Good Hope Food Pantry in Garden 
City. 
  
The Good Hope Food Pantry continues to need 
your support of non-perishable foods and/or mon-
etary donations. If you wish to make a monetary 
donation, please make the checks payable to 
Good Hope Lutheran Church.  The next Bring 
One Sunday is September 11th. 
 
In September, the pantry is in need of canned pro-
teins such as tuna or chicken, canned or boxed po-
tatoes, canned fruits and vegetables, Mac and 
cheese, Spaghetti-os, canned lasagna etc.  
  
If you have questions regarding this ministry, con-
tact Greg and Gloria Tapper at 734-427-1142 or 
Getapper@yahoo.com. 

Attention all Acolytes  

and Acolytes-to-be!  

There will be a review and train-

ing for acolytes and acolytes-to-be 

after church on Sunday, Septem-

ber 25.  

This is for ALL ACOLYTES and 

to-be acolytes, as we will not only 

be reviewing but adding some ad-

ditional responsibilities. You will 

want to be there so you will have a 

chance to practice any of the new 

procedures. You will also be trying 

on your alb/robe to see if you need 

a longer one. If you have any 

questions, see Mrs. Fogle  

 
Get ready for a new and 

exciting year! 
Begins September 11th 

following  
the service. 

 
We've been busy plan-
ning lessons, activities, 
music, cooking and 
crafts. 
 

Don't miss it!  
 
For any additional in-
formation contact Tina 

Reid or Christine Snowden 
 

Need Firewood ? 
 
We had 4 tall trees cut down be-
hind the church. There was a large 
dead Oak and a Maple tree that 
would make great firewood. 
Bring a chain saw and take all you 
want. 
For additional information contact 
Larry Snowden 
 
Thanks, 
Christine and Larry 
 
(734) 451-7489 (h) 
(734) 673-8191 (c) 

mailto:Getapper@yahoo.com
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 We’ve received a stack of recipes for Celebra-

tion’s Tenth Anniversary Cookbook, but if you 

haven’t gotten around to submitting yours, there 

is still time! We would like to get recipes from as 

many members as possible, so look through your 

recipes and send us your favorites!  

Did you eat something especially yummy at the 

church picnic, or women’s summer gathering? 

Ask the person who made it (you know you al-

ways ask, “yum, who made this?!?”) to submit 

the recipe. Or ask for the recipe and submit it for 

them. Well, maybe ask if they mind if you do. 

Smile.  

Place your recipe(s) in the vintage recipe box by 

the church mail boxes, or mail them to: Celebra-

tion, 39375 Joy Road, Westland, Michigan, 

48150. Be sure to proof-read the ingredients and 

directions, and include your name.  

It doesn’t have to be just the ladies submitting the 

recipe. Men and younger folks are invited too. Or 

husbands, ask your wife to submit her specialty.  

I like to cook dangerously…I take whisks in the 

kitchen. 

I used to be a member of the secret cooking socie-

ty…but they kicked me out for spilling the beans.  

I burnt my Hawaiian pizza today…should have 

baked it on aloha temperature.  

Did you know the first French fry wasn’t cooked 

in France? It was cooked in Greece.  

 

I dropped my sirloin on the ground during a 

grilling contest. Not a worry, the steaks were 

low.  

I wanted to cook chicken for dinner, but I for-

got to take it out of the freezer. It wasn’t a well 

thawed out plan.  

I just watched an Australian cooking show, 

and the audience cheered when the chef made 

meringue. I was surprised…usually Australi-

ans boo meringue 

I really like cooking fruit with sugar. I know 

many people disagree with me, but that’s my 

jam.  

I’ve heard some people say they don’t use 

cookbooks any more, they just get their recipes 

on-line. But having our church cookbook helps 

us to remember the fellowship, good food, and 

people near and dear to us here at Celebration. 

And who knows? Maybe someone else’s reci-

pe will become one of your favorites.  

My friend finally told me the secret ingredient 

in her cooking. It was about thyme!  

Heather Fogle  

I need some help with cooking.    

Can anyone give me some sage advice? 
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Women's Bible Study 

 

 
Jesus and Nature:  Teachers of Faith 

by  the Rev. Sara Olson-Smith 
 

Jesus often turned to the natural world in 
teaching, opening our eyes to see creation 
not just as something to be cared for, but 
as our teacher and kindred. It is no mis-
take that Jesus, who lovingly spoke of 
soil and plants, was thought to be a hard-
ener that first Easter morning. 
 
The new three-session Bible study will 
shift our perspectives and allow nature to 
be our teacher, through the words of Jesus 
and other parts of Scripture. 
 
The first session entitled "Trees" will tap 
into Biblical images of trees and explore 
why planting and protecting trees is im-
portant, while rooting us in models of in-
terdependence and mutuality. 
 
The Women's Bible Study group will 
meet on Wednesday, September 21 at 
1:00 PM. Copies of the Bible study are 
available  from the mailbox of Laureen 
Preston. 
 
All nature lovers and others are welcome.

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, October 8 at 5:00 – 8:00  pm 

 

Bratwurst and Knockwurst 

Roasted Chicken 

Sauerkraut 
German Potato Salad 

German Chocolate Cake 

Beverages (including beer) 

 

Music 

 

Adults:  $12.00 

Children 6 and over $6.00 

Children 5 and under – free 

 

Tickets will be available after worship 
services in September. 
 

We had a little extra space, so here’s a 

picture of Pastor and Heather’s  new fur 

baby, Tilly!  
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Happy Birthday 

from your 

church family! 

 

1    Diane Droste 
      Marge Ross 
  3  Charlene Williams 
  4  Brian Mosley 
  7  Sally Evalt 
     Frank Ruohonen 
10 Stewart Israel 
12 Reagan Troncoso 
15 Kim Schollack 
     Anna Livingston 
16 Andrew Brown 
18 Ruth Klosterhaus 
20 Marion Jones 
21 Bud Johnson 
    Gail Christophersen 
27 Andrea Kolhoff 

 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
from your 

church family! 
 
   1 Emily and Jeff Yandura 
7 Roger and Trudy Buelow 

 8 Mike and Linda Bierbaum 
    Tim and Amy Kramer 
27 Tim and Debby Hoepner 
30 Rick and Jodi Reed 

Our annual church picnic was held at the east 
entrance of the church on Sunday, August 14 
and a good time was had by all.  Here’s how the 
planning stages worked (or didn’t work.) 
In the spring  at the WELCA  board  meeting 
the planning started.  Chris Snowden suggested 
we use sunflowers as a theme for the gathering.  
Good idea!  So Laureen  planted some sunflow-
er seeds at home and also some neat aprons us-
ing sunflower fabric and they are also reversi-
ble.  From then on, the Prestons,  Laureen and 
Dave,  babied the plants in the house, then tried 
to protect them outside.  Some of the board 
members had taken extra plants home to grow 
only to have the critters dine on them from top 
to bottom. 
 
The property guys, Larry and Greg had taken 
down a privacy fence so we painted Welcome 
signs on them using sunflowers, of course.  And 
Sunflower decorations were used as the craft 
project at the women’s retreat in July. 
Just before August 14, Laureen and Dave care-
fully toted the remaining sunflowers to the 
church garden.  The Welcome signs were dis-
played and folks put in bids to purchase them.   
Friday, August 12, Chris was at church just in 
time to see a squirrel EAT the very last sunflow-
er!  So much for that good idea! 
After finishing the picnic feast it was time to 
auction the Welcome signs.  A bidding battle 
ensued!  Donna Stempien added one dollar to 
her bid to gain the most wanted board.  The 
winner! 
 
When all was said and done, we had good fun, 
and the disappointed bidders arranged to get 
their very own welcome boards. Thanks to eve-
ryone who joined in the celebration! 
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This month’s live streaming has been 

sponsored by 
 

September 4:  Steve and Andrea Kolhoff 
September 11:  Jim and Susan Hardy 
September 18:  Barb Heidmann 
September  25: Barb Heidmann 
 

 

 
 
 
Please consider 
sponsoring Al-
tar flowers for 
$23 a vase . The 
flowers may be 

in honor, memory, or in celebration of some-
one or some event.  Sign-up; on the Commu-
nication Board, call or email the office 
(officelc@celebrationlc.com)  Payment can 
be put into an envelope in the offering plate 
on Sunday, mailed directly to the church. 
 

This month’s sponsors are: 

September 4:   
Roger and Trudy Buelow in celebration 
of their wedding anniversary 

 
September 11: 
     Megan and Ciro Troncoso in celebration              

of Reagan’s birthday. 

September 18: 
    Charlene Tennant in celebration of Marion 

Jones’ birthday 

September 25: 
    Rick and Jodi Reed in celebration of their 

wedding anniversary. 

    Phil and Cindy Sweier in memory of Cin-

dy’s dad, Ted. 

Each week we pray for mem-

bers of the congregation on a 

rotating basis 
 

During September, please keep the 
following people in your prayers: 
 
September 4 
 
George and Sally Evalt 
Dave, Cheryl, Ashley, and Amber 
Evancho 
Gary and Linda Evanko 
Joe, Sarah, Amalea Fabiano 
 
September 11 
 
Gary and Lori Fernyhough 
Laurel Fick 
Larry and Marge Flores 
Pastor Jim and Heather Fogle 
 
September 18 
 
Katie Frank 
Steve and Jan Frank 
John Gambotto 
Julia Gardner 
 
September 25 
 
Marjorie Gask 
Brian and Kathy Goodykoontz 
Carol Gregg 
Kathy Groff 

Notes from the Office 

The office will be closed Monday, 
September 5th for Labor Day. 


