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The Celebration! Connection 

Celebration Lutheran Church 

39375 Joy Road, Westland, MI 48185         

(Tel)734-582-4112   

website: www.celebrationlc.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/celebrationlc    2022 
Celebration is a part of the Southeast Michigan Synod  of the  Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

OUR WORSHIP TIME IS CHANGING ON DECEMBER 4th! 

— SEE PAGE 3 FOR MORE INFORMATION! 

FROM THE PASTOR:  
  
For the past twenty years or so, a team of nutri-
tionists and home economists on Butterball Tur-
key's Turkey Talk-Line have answered every con-
ceivable question about how to cook a holiday 
turkey to perfection. One woman called to find 
out how long it would take to roast her turkey. To 
answer the question, the Talk-Line home econo-
mist asked how much the bird weighed. The 
woman responded, “I don't know, it's still running 
around outside."  
 
Leadership magazine had a story sometime back 
about a lady who was picking through the frozen 
turkeys at the grocery store but couldn't find one 
big enough for her family. She asked a stock boy, 
“Do these turkeys get any bigger?" The stock boy 
replied, “No ma'am, they're dead."  
  
Thanksgiving – a time to give, well, thanks!  (See 

how that works?)  

One thing about Thanksgiving, though: some-
times it seems to me that the wrong people are 
thankful. Some people who are thankful seem to 
have no right to be. And some people who ought 
to be thanking God with every breath they take – 
don’t.   
 
 Reader's Digest once did an informal survey of 
the honesty of citizens in dozens of major cities 
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around the world. They gave over 1100 vol-

unteers wallets with up to $50 in cash inside. 

Each wallet also contained the name and tel-

ephone number of the volunteer. The volun-

teers left the wallets in cabs, restaurants, 

public restrooms and phone booths, church-

es, and on sidewalks. Then, the volunteers 

recorded how many wallets and how much 

cash was actually returned to them.  

 

Every single wallet (including all cash) was 
returned in Norway and Denmark. Ninety 
percent of the wallets were returned in Sin-
gapore, but only 67% of the wallets were re-
turned in the U.S., 30% in China, and 21% in 
Mexico.  
  
Of those who returned the wallet, three fac-
tors seemed to motivate their honesty: empa-
thy, a good example from their parents, or 
their religious faith. One woman in Germany 
explained that her parents taught her to value 
honesty. A Muslim woman claimed that her 
faith made her shun temptation. A woman 
from Russia quoted the Ten Commandments 
in explaining why she returned the wallet.  
  
The volunteers often caught a glimpse of 
those who took wallets and never returned 
them. To their surprise, many of these wal-
lets were taken by people who looked like 
they didn't need the money. In contrast, those 
who returned the wallets were often poor. 
One young man who returned a wallet was 
unemployed and looking for cans and bottles 
to recycle. Another honest man was a waiter 
in Switzerland who had recently fled war-
torn Kosovo.   
 
Isn't it interesting? You cannot judge by 
one's outward circumstance whether they are 
thankful or not.   
 
Do you understand the true meaning of 
Thanksgiving? Paul writes in Philippians 4: 
“Think about all you can praise God for and 
be glad about." That's what Thanksgiving is 
all about. It's not just about family, feasting 
and football.  

It is about stopping for a few moments 

and counting our blessings and, if need 

be, adjusting our attitudes.  

Most of us, if we really started counting 
our blessings would have a need to say, 
“Thank you" to somebody.  
  
We are thankful every day to God: for 
life and health and opportunity and a 
multitude of blessings beyond our abil-
ity to count. And, of course, most of all 
we are thankful for the gift of Jesus 
Christ. As Paul wrote in I Corinthians 1, 
“I can never stop thanking God for all 
the wonderful gifts he has given you, 
now that you are Christ's: he has en-
riched your whole life." And he has en-
riched our lives.  
  
There’s a story told about a British 

housekeeper who became quite ill and 

entered the hospital for a treatment. 

While there, she met and befriended 

Johnny, a little boy with a terminal ill-

ness. One day, Johnny's mother burst 

into the housekeeper's room with the 

news that Johnny would not survive the 

day. Would the housekeeper please 

come talk to him?  

She went into his room, sat down and 

said, “Listen, Johnny. God made you. 

God loves you. God sent His Son to 

save you. God wants you to come home 

with him." After a moment of silence, 

Johnny said quietly, “Say it again."  So, 

the housekeeper repeated her words. 

And with every ounce of sincerity he 

could muster, little Johnny leaned for-

ward and said, “Tell God, "˜Thank 

you.'"    
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During this time of Thanksgiving, I would 
like to take this opportunity to say thank 
you!  Thank you for your love and support of 
me and this wonderful community of faith, 
both by your presence, your financial support 
of the church even in these financially diffi-
cult times, and, especially, your embodiment 
of the ongoing daily joy in living out Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord!  
  
See you in church!!!   

  

Pastor Fogle  

 

Church grounds clean-up 

Saturday November 19, 2022  

 9:00am to 12:00pm. 
 

Looks like Mother Nature has given us anoth-
er record number of leaves this year. Bring 
your rakes, leaf blowers and muscles. There 
will be plenty to do and we can use and appre-
ciate all the help we can get. 
Remember   “Many hands make light work”. 
 
Thanks, 
Larry 
 
(734) 451-7489 (h) 
(734) 673-8191 (c) 

All Saints Sunday  

is 

November 6th .  

All Saints Sunday is a 

day of remembrance for all members of 

Celebration who have died this year. 

During worship we will have a moment 

to remember these loved ones.  This is 

also a time for us to give thanks for the 

lives of the saints who have modeled a 

life of faith for us.  

 

This year we remember members: 

 

Elsie Felix 

Pinky Bierbaum 

Andy Smith 

Rosemary Smith 

Betty Lada 

WORSHIP TIME CHANGE! 

After surveying the congregation both in 
person and online (via SurveyMonkey), the 
congregation is overwhelmingly supportive 
of moving our Sunday worship from 
930am to 10am. 

The results were: 76.56% of the respond-
ents were supportive of the time change, 
and 23.43% preferred to stay at the earlier 
time.  

THEREFORE, STARTING ON THE 
FIRST SUNDAY IN DECEMBER 

(December 4th) 

OUR WORSHIP TIME  

WILL BEGIN AT 10AM. 
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Feeding the Hungry 

The next Bring One Sunday  

is November 13th  

 

The Good Hope Food Pantry is in need of 
items for preparing Thanksgiving Dinner.  
Canned vegetables, canned fruit, boxed 
potatoes, gravy canned or packaged, filing 
for pies, cake or brownie mixes, canned 
frosting, anything to help with very special 
dinner.  Of course, any donations of non-
perishable food are greatly appreciated. 
Please leave your donations in the clear tub 
located across from the office next to the 
side entrance. 
Monetary donations may to be made payable 
to Good Hope Food Pantry and placed in the 
Tapper mailbox.  
If you have any questions, call Gloria or 
Greg Tapper 734-427-1142, or email them 
at  getapper@yaho.com. 

Cardboard Boxes Needed 

We are collecting sturdy cardboard box-

es for the Thanksgiving basket items we 

collect for the Bolde Center. The boxes 

that copy paper comes in are a great 

size. Boxes can be left in the office or 

the Great Hall. If you have questions, 

contact Jodi Reed in the office. 

The Thanksgiving Basket sign-up sheet is 

posted on the communication board.  We 

will be providing all the fixings for 20 fam-

ilies and The Bolde Center will provide the 

turkeys for us again this year.  Donations 

need to be turned in by Sunday, November 

20th . Baskets will be assembled the fol-

lowing Monday morning, November 21st . 

Refrigerated items can be put in the refrig-

erator in the kitchen all other items can be 

left on the table in the Great Hall. We need 

people to help assembling the baskets. If 

you would like to sign up for something 

and need assistance with shopping for your 

items, please call Cindy Sweier for more 

information, 

248-408-7563 cynthiasweier@gmail.com. 
Also, let her know if you are willing to help 
assemble them. 

 
 
 
 
Volunteers are needed to count the week-
ly offering after the service on Sundays:  
 
No experience is necessary, training is 
provided. 

• Work in teams of 2 

• Have a penchant for accuracy and 
attention to detail 

• Practice confidentiality 

• Be reliable 
 
If you are interested, or for more infor-
mation, please contact Anne Heikkinen. 
Email (preferred): amh513@twmi.rr.com 
or 734-812-0898. 
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Christmas  

Worship 
Poinsettia plants are 

available for you to purchase for the Christmas 

season. As in years past, we will use the plants 

to decorate the sanctuary for advent and Christ-

mas and then they can be taken home after the 

Christmas Eve service. (We cannot guarantee 

how long they will live after Christmas if they 

are left at church.) 

Please consider sponsoring a plant in memory 

of a loved one or in celebration of a special 

person or event. Order forms will be in your 

weekly worship folder as well as  in the 

office. The plants cost $6.50each.  Twelve and  

Sixteen inch wreaths are available as well.  

You may take these home as soon as they 

arrive on Thursday, December 8th . The prices 

are as 

follows: 

12” Wreath $18.50 or decorated $26.50 

16” Wreath $22.50 or decorated $29.50 

The deadline to purchase plants and wreaths is 

November 13th . Order forms are available in 

the Welcoming Area and the office. You may 

also call the office (734-582-4112) on a 

Monday or Thursday morning to order. 

Warming and Angel Trees 

The Warming Tree will be up in 

the gathering area on  

November 27th 

We are collecting new hats, gloves, 

scarves, or mittens for the Warming 

Tree. Donations from this tree will go 

to the homeless veterans and the 

Wayne County Family Center. Please 

make sure your donated items are on 

the tree by Sunday, 

December 18th . 

 

The Angel Tree  

will be up  

On November 27th  

in the  

Welcome Area 

 

We are adopting five families this 

year. Each tag on the tree has the 

name of the family member and their 

gift wish. If you take a tag, please be 

sure to write your name on the correct 

list, which is next to the tree.  

The tags are color coded by family. 

Please be sure to wrap your gift and 

tape the colored tag on the outside of 

the box. 

All gifts must be under the tree by 

December 18 th . 

For information regarding either of the 

trees, contact Cindy Sweier 248-408-

7563 or email her at 

Crafty Connections 

Do you have a long list of 

crafts you want to work on? If 

so, bring them to church for 

Crafty Connections on the sec-

ond Monday of the month (November 14) and 

the last Wednesday of each month (November 

30). 
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Women's Bible Study 
Jesus and Nature: 

Teachers of Faith 

 

On Wednesday, November 16, the Wom-

en's Bible study group will meet at 1:00 

pm to discuss the third session in the Je-

sus and Nature series entitled 

"Creatures." 

All women are invited to participate in 

Bible study and fellowship.   

 

The "Creatures" session offers us an op-

portunity to observe and learn about God 

from birds, foxes, sheep, dogs and other 

animals, while considering habitat pro-

tection, food justice and the model of 

trust. 

 

The Bible study is printed in Gather 

magazine. If you do not receive Gather, 

copies of the Bible study can be picked 

up from the mailbox of Laureen Preston. 

Annual Christmas Dinner 
 

December 10 
 

Appetizers at 5.00pm 

Dinner at 6:00 pm 

 

Meal prepared by Ciro Troncoso 

Entertainment by Silver Strings 

The Annual Christmas dinner is offered as a 

gift to the congregation.  Now, even though 

it’s presented as a gift to you, you’ll still have 

an opportunity to sign up to provide an appe-

tizer or dessert if you wish to do so.  

The dinner is a lot of fun and so please sched-

ule this on your calendar!!! 

ALSO…... 

In connection with this Christmas Dinner cel-

ebration, some of our parish crafters will offer 

their creations for your gift shopping, the pro-

ceeds going to WELCA for their outreach pro-

jects. 

CRAFTERS: If you’d 

like to offers items to 

show and share, Please 

speak to Debby Hoep-

ner, WELCA President. 
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I’ve Got the  

Joy, Joy, Joy, 

Down in My Heart 

The next J.O.Y. (Just Older Youth) service and 

luncheon is Wednesday, November 9th .  

During this time together, we will gather and 

have a short worship service with communion 

singing, followed by a meal and fellowship. We 

hope to see you there! 

Lifting up Celebration members 

in prayer during worship!  

During November we pray for: 

 

November 6 

Carole Knapp 

Steve, Andrea, and Christopher Kolhoff 

Linda Krall 

Amy Kramer 

November 13 

Justin, Michelle, Madeline,  

and Charlie Lair 

Sharon Lee 

Dale, Karen, Alexander Lee 

Dick and LaVerne Lieberknecht 

November 20 

Jeremiah, Julie, Anna,  

and Josh Livingston 

Benjamin, Timothy, and Nolan Lorenz 

Mary and Charlie Maholow 

November 27 

Eva Miner 

Judy Naumoff 

Carol Noonan 

Change of Addresses 

We have several updates for the 
directory. 
 
Scott and Cheryl Bowker 
13628 Driftwood Ct. 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-497-3550 
Scott.Bowker@Delphi.com 
 
Ciro and Megan Troncoso 
14182 Hix Rd. 
Livonia, MI 48154 
407-457-1462 
cir@servicebar.net 
megan@servicebar.net 
 
Email for Tina Truskowski 
setrusko@umich.edu 

The Church Office will be Closed  

On Thanksgiving  

 
The office will be closed Thursday, No-
vember 24th and Friday, November 25th.  
 
Have a truly blessed Thanksgiving! 

 

The children in 

Kid Zone are 

busy preparing for 

the BIG event coming in December - 

the birth of Jesus. They are working to 

find the perfect recipes and will be 

"Cooking for CHRISTmas". Their 

Christmas special will be December 

18th. 

mailto:Scott.Bowker@Delphi.com
mailto:cir@servicebar.net
mailto:megan@servicebar.net
mailto:setrusko@umich.edu
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Please consider spon-
soring altar flowers 
for $23 each. A vase 
may be in honor, 
memory, or in cele-
bration of someone or 

some event.  You may sign up on the com-
munications board or call the office.  Pay-
ment can be put into an envelope in the of-
fering plate on Sunday or mailed directly 
to the church. 

This month’s sponsors  

November 6 

Gary and Lori Fernyhough in Thanksgiv-

ing for their grandchildren 

 

Miriam Kleven,  Praising the Lord for her 

birthday 

 

November 13 

Rick and Jodi Reed in celebration of Eliza-

beth’s 20th Birthday 

 
November 20 
Tim and Debby Hoepner in celebration of 
Teddy’s Troncoso’s birthday 
 
Vi Hakala in memory of Al Hakala and 
Anne Schilling 
 
November 27: 
Bernie Vaughan 

November Birthdays 

  5 Miriam Kleven 

  8 Chanat’e Johnson 

  9 Avery Bosscher 

10 Jill Brown 

 Nolan Dent 

11 Christine Snowden 

15 Elizabeth Reed 

 Isabella Gray 

16 Connie Morgan  

 Jamie Timmerman 

18 Gary Fernyhough 

20 Randy Brown 

21 Jim Hardy 

22 Steve Kolhoff 

23 Teddy Troncoso 

November Anniversaries 

 

3  Jim and Susan Hardy 

9 Dave and Laureen Preston 

26 Dan and Kristina Reid 

Get ready to 'Deck the Halls' 
December 3rd starting at 10am 
 

Volunteers are needed to help decorate our 
beautiful Church for Christmas:  this will 
be on Saturday December 3rd. 
 
We will begin at 10:00am and should finish 

by noon, with enough 
help.  

Enough for today 
 

Happiness is like man-
na; it is to be gathered 
in grains and enjoyed 
every day. It will not 
keep; it cannot be ac-
cumulated; nor have 
we got to go out of 
ourselves or into remote places to gath-
er it, since it is rained down from heav-
en, at our very doors. 

—Tryon Edwards 
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November Daily Devotionals 

Sunday, November 6 
Job 19:23-27a 
Psalm 17:1-9 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
Luke 20:27-38 
 
Monday, November 7 
Psalm 123 
Job 20:1-11 
2 Peter 1:16-21 
 
Tuesday, November 8 
Psalm 123 
Job 21:1, 17-34 
2 John 1-13 
 
Wednesday, November 9 
Psalm 123 
Job 25:1—26:14 
John 5:19-29 
 
Thursday, November 10 
Psalm 98 
1 Samuel 28:3-19 
Romans 1:18-25 
 
Friday, November 11 
Psalm 98 
2 Samuel 21:1-14 
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12 
 
Saturday, November 12 
Psalm 98 
Ezekiel 10:1-19 
Luke 17:20-37 
 
Sunday, November 13 
Malachi 4:1-2a 
Psalm 98 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Luke 21:5-19 
 
Monday, November 14 
Psalm 141 
Ezekiel 11:14-25 
Ephesians 4:25—5:2 
 
Tuesday, November 15 
Psalm 141 
Ezekiel 39:21—40:4 
1 Corinthians 10:23—11:1 
 
 

Wednesday, November 16 
Psalm 141 
Ezekiel 43:1-12 
Matthew 23:37—24:14 
 
Thursday, November 17 
Psalm 46 
2 Chronicles 18:12-22 
Hebrews 9:23-28 
 
Friday, November 18 
Psalm 46 
Zechariah 11:1-17 
1 Peter 1:3-9 
 
Saturday, November 19 
Psalm 46 
Jeremiah 22:18-30 
Luke 18:15-17 
 
Sunday November 20 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm 46 
Colossians 1:11-20 
Luke 23:33-43 
 
Monday, November 21 
Psalm 24 
Jeremiah 46:18-28 
Revelation 21:5-27 
 
Tuesday, November 22 
Psalm 24 
Isaiah 33:17-22 
Revelation 22:8-21 
 
Wednesday, November 23 
Psalm 24 
Isaiah 60:8-16 
Luke 1:1-4 
 
Thursday, November 24 
Psalm 122 
Daniel 9:15-19 
James 4:1-10 
 
Friday, November 25 
Psalm 122 
Genesis 6:1-10 
Hebrews 11:1-7 

Saturday, November 26 
Psalm 122 
Genesis 6:11-22 
Matthew 24:1-22 
 
Sunday, November 27 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
Psalm 122 
Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 
 
Monday, November 28 
Psalm 124 
Genesis 8:1-19 
Romans 6:1-11 
 
Tuesday, November 29 
Psalm 124 
Genesis 9:1-17 
Hebrews 11:32-40 
 
Wednesday, November 
30 
Psalm 124 
Isaiah 54:1-10 
Matthew 24:23-35 

 


