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The Celebration! Connection 

Celebration Lutheran Church 

Is a part of the Southeast Michigan Synod 

Of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

39375 Joy Road, Westland, MI 48185          

(Tel)734-582-4112 fax 734-482-4048   

Www.Celebrationlc.com     

Facebook.com/celebrationlc  

From the Pastor 
  
Now that the Lent and Easter craziness is over, 
my mind is turning a bit to next year which will 
be Celebration’s 10th anniversary as a congrega-
tion!  How will we celebrate Celebration and its 
ministry?    
  
One of things I was thinking after having just 
completed Holy Week, is to do Holy Week a bit 
differently next year.  
  
How about (and this is just between you and 
me, of course,) that we make Palm/Passion Sun-
day just Palm Sunday?  Then we combine 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday into one 
longer worship, (with an earlier beginning time, 
say, 6pm or so) starting with an emphasis on 
Maundy Thursday, then we break and resume in 
the Great Hall and have what would be essen-
tially a kind of potluck/party with loads of fel-
lowship, food and desserts (Celebration would 
provide the meat(s)).  Then, after a set amount 
of time, we return to the worship space and 
journey into Good Friday.   
  
  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

 

MAY 7—Spring Cleanup  pg.2 

MAY 8—Bring One Sunday pg.4 

MAY 9—Crafty Connections  pg.3 

MAY 10—Detroit Handbell Concert pg.2 

MAY 11—J.O.Y. on Joy Road  pg.3 

MAY 18—Women’s Bible Study  pg.5 

MAY 25—Crafty Connections  pg.3 

MAY 28—Ice Cream Social pg. 3 

~~~~ 

JUNE 4—Junk in the Trunk pg. 7 

JUNE 5—Pentecost and Confirmation 

2022 
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Of course this would only work if we get sub-
stantial participation AND people stay for the 
entire event (no cutting out after the din-
ner!).  Are you OK with just a little bit of fun 
during Holy Week?    
  
And how about you?  Do you have any ideas 
for what kind of events we could do that would 
help make our 10th anniversary special?  We’re 
already putting together a church cookbook – 
‘cause we’re Lutheran and that’s what Luther-
ans do. But what else can you come up 
with?  Not necessarily something that was done 
at such-and-such church but try and think out-
side the box.  Something, you know, celebrato-
ry!    
  
And, finally, would you be willing to coordi-
nate a short-term group/task force/whatever to 
make sure that things go off without a 
hitch?  This group would only be active during 
the anniversary year, so it wouldn’t be an ex-
ample of eternal purgatory.   
  
So, what do you think?  Maybe we’ll start 
some new traditions here!  (After all, if a 
church does something more than once, that 
means we’ve ALWAYS done it that 
way.  Right?)  
 
Send your copious ideas either in person or by 
email to me or any member of council.  We 
need your ideas to make 2023 Celebration’s 
year to remember!  
  
See you in church!  
  

Pastor Fogle  
  
  
Your council is:  Bob Clisch – President, Char-
lene Tennant – Secretary, Jane Alder, Dennis 
Bramigk, Larry Snowden, Greg Tapper and Es-
telle Zoller.   
   

Spring Clean-Up 

Now that spring has sprung, it’s time to 
get the church grounds cleaned up and 
ready for new growth. The Boy/Girl 
Scout Troop can use some helping 
hands-on Saturday, May 7th 9:00am -
1:00pm Bring your gloves and tools. If 
you have any questions, contact Larry 
Snowden at larry@snowdenhq.com or 
734-673-8179. 

 

Office Closed 
The office will be closed Monday, May 
31st in observance of Memorial Day. 

Easter Fair Report 

We collected $911.96 for the Heifer 
Project and  will be working with the 
kids to see what animals we will be 
selecting - this should be fun! 
Watch for more information! 

Handbell  Concert 

MAY 10TH! 

The Detroit Handbell Ensemble is back 
in full swing. Now they are ringing in 
Spring!  Join them on Tuesday, May 
10th at 7:00pm here at Celebration Lu-
theran Church. There is no charge,  
however, a free will offering will be 
collected.  

Half the proceeds will go to support 
DHE the other half will go to support 
our music program. Come and enjoy! 

mailto:larry@snowdenhq.com


3 

CRAFTY CONNECTIONS! 
 
Our new group is off to a great start! If you 
like to craft this is the perfect group for you. 
Bring whatever you are working on. We have 
knitters, scrapbookers, sewers, etc… It’s fun 
to see what everyone is working on.   
 
Join us the 2nd Monday of the month (May 
9th) at 7:00pm and the last Wednesday of 
the month (May 25th) at 10:00am. This is a 
great opportunity for fellowship. 

Cookbook Comedy 

 I found the following recipe 

while perusing some cook-

books.  

ELEPHANT STEW  

Ingredients:  

1 elephant, brown gravy, salt and pepper to 

taste, 2 rabbits  

Cut elephant into bite-size pieces (this will 

take about 4 months). Cook over kerosene at 

525° until tender (about 5 months). Add salt 

and pepper then cover with brown gravy. 

This will serve 3,800 people. If more are ex-

pected, add 2 rabbits. Do this only if abso-

lutely necessary as most people do not like to 

find hare in their stew.  

Recipes for Celebration’s 10th Anniversary 

Cookbook are coming in slowly. Have you 

provided yours yet? Recipes of all types are 

encouraged, especially if they are some of 

your favorites. You may place them in the 

vintage recipe box by the mailboxes, or if 

you are worshipping virtually, you may mail 

them to the Celebration church office at 

office@celebrationlc.com  

Wednesday, May 11th at noon. We 
will gather and have a short worship 
service with communion and singing, 
followed by a meal and fellowship. 
We hope to see you there! 

 
On Easter morning, people of 
all ages celebrated the holi-
day at our Easter Fair -- lined 
with crafts, games, and argua-
bly most exciting, a petting 
farm equipped with goats, 

bunnies, chicks, ducks, and a sheep.  Of course, 
the Easter bunny made a surprise appearance.   
 
A fundraiser for Heifer International was also part 
of the event.  Throughout the activities there were 
informative signs describing how Heifer assist 
families and villages in need with sustainable 
sources of food and income. 100% of the dona-
tions will go to Heifer. The generosity of our con-
gregation is certainly apparent, as we raised over 
$900.  
 
The children in KidZone are very excited to pick 
out the type of animals our money will go to pur-
chase.  
 
Additional KidZone News: 
 
Come join us on May 28th after worship for an 
ice cream social. This will be the last Sunday  
KidZone will meet for the 2021-22 school year.   
 
But wait - that doesn't mean we don't have other 
fun activities planned before we resume in the 
Fall.  
 
Keep your eyes out in the June, July and August 
Newsletters, for some fun activities this summer. 
We are in the process of planning some events 
including a Summer Campfire, and a Movie 
Night.      
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Each week we pray for members of the 
congregation on a rotating basis 
 
May 1 
Jeremiah, Julie, Anna, and Josh Livingston 
Benjamin, Timothy, and Nolan Lorenz 
Mary Mahlow 
Eva Miner 
May 8 
Judy Naumoff 
Carol Noonan 
Pat Patzer 
Dave and Laureen Preston 
May 15 
Luan Purcell 
Marian Pye 
Rick, Jodi, Nicholas, Elizabeth, & Victoria 
Reed 
Dan, Tina, Lauren, and 
Katie Reid 
May 22 
Sandra Reidenbaugh 
Mark Roffi 
Marge Ross 
Frank Ruohonen 
May 29 
Gerald and Roberta 
Schmucker 
Robert Scott 
Gladys Seeger 
Kim and Ron Shollack 

Hamilton School Update 
 

On May 22, Lake St Clair Metropark will host 19 
girls from Hamilton School who will be partici-
pating in this year's Girls on the Run 5K spon-
sored by the YMCA.  Quoting from the YMCA's 
website, "Girls on the Run is a physical activity 
based, positive youth development program for 
girls in 3rd-8th grade. We teach life skills through 
dynamic, interactive lessons and running 
games. The program culminates with the girls be-
ing physically and emotionally prepared to com-
plete a celebratory 5k running event. The goal of 
the program is to unleash confidence through ac-
complishment while establishing a lifetime appre-
ciation of health and fitness." 

 

When we heard that this program would be start-
ing back up this spring after being shutdown due 
to covid, our social ministry team felt called to 
provide some financial support as part of this 
year's mission.  Consequently, our work with 
Hamilton includes about 1/3 of the funds required 
for the girls to enter and participate in this year's 
event.  

 

We'd love to have some Celebration members join 
the fun on May 22 and cheer on the girls.  If you 
are interested check with me,  George Evalt, Cin-
dy Sweier or Carol Gregg for the details. 

 

An additional program for this spring is being put 
together at Hamilton.  Details will be included in 
the weekly church newsletter.  By George   (Evalt) 

Bring One Sunday 

Sunday, May 8th 
The Good Hope Food 
Pantry is in need of 
items for lunch, Pea-
nut Butter, Jelly or 
Jam, Canned Soup, 

Macaroni and Cheese, canned tuna, canned 
fruit, and canned pasta (spaghetti, ravioli, 
etc.  
Any non perishable food items are greatly ap-
preciated, as well as monetary dona-
tions.  Please make checks payable to Good 
Hope Food Pantry. Thank you for helping to 
feed the hungry.    Gloria and Greg Tapper 
Getapper@yahoo.com 

mailto:Getapper@yahoo.com
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Across the Generations 

In May we will be considering intergenera-
tional relationships and what Scripture says 
about their importance.  Sharing such sto-
ries is powerful.  Neuroscientists who study 
storytelling have found that the brain waves 
o storytellers sync up with those of engaged 
listeners.  Stories reach inside us.  They 
make us remember.  They change the way 
we think about things.  Stories are also 
something we all have--regardless of who 
we are or where we come from. 

This month several Gather's authors share 
their stories--stories of those who've 
reached out across barriers of age, race and 
ability to bring people together and share 
hospitality.  Consider your own story and 
the places God has led you.  In doing so, 
you might also be surprised by the power of 
relationship and hospitality to inspire 
change. 

The Women's Bible Study group will meet 
on Wednesday, May 18th at 1:00 pm.  The 
Bible study is printed in the Gather maga-
zine.  Copies of the Bible study are also 
available from Laureen Preston's mai-
box; help yourself. 

 ...it’s  on display in the lobby,  a lovely quilt which will 

be raffled on Mothers' Day.  Tickets are on sale after 

worship at $1.00 each. We will not run out of tickets, 

but be sure to get yours soon so as not to forget.  

   
 
 

 
8 Madeline Lair 

10 Megan Troncoso 
 

12 Larry Snowden 

13 Mike Preston 

Anne Heikkinen 

Reagan Dent 
15 Charlie Lair 

16 Megan Brown 

17 Larry Flores 

Lee Szczembara 

18 Bradley Ross 

Luke Szczembara 

19 Ray Wickman 

24 Barb Heidman 

Nicholas Reed 

Fred Williamson 

25 Larry Bowers 

26 Maxwell Yandura 

29 Cheryl Bowker 

 
 

   
 
 

1 Brian and Kathy Goodykoontz 
12 Scott and Cheryl Bowker 
17 Larry and Georgia Hartsell 
19 Larry and Esther Bowers 
Dennis and Deborah Bramigk 

26 George and Sally Evalt 
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Sponsors  of Live Streaming 

 
May 1: Charlene Tennant 
 
May 8:  Charlene Tennant 
 
May 15:  Michelle and Justin Lair 

 

Sponsors  of Altar Flowers 

May 8 

Michelle and Justin Lair in celebration of Made-
line and Charlie’s birthdays 

May 15 

 Larry and Georgia Hartsell in  

 celebration of their anniversary. 

 Dennis Bramigk in celebration of his 50th 

 wedding anniversary 

May 22 

 Rick and Jodi Reed in celebration  of 

 Nick’s 25th birthday. 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

 

Living a simpler life….A.K.A. 
“Getting Rid of “all the crap…” 

And Jesus said to them, “Take care! Be 
on your guard against all kinds of greed; 
for one’s life does not  consist in the 
abundance of possessions.” -Luke 12:13  

The father of small children was 
commiserating about how hard it is 
to keep the house clean with  ener-
getic, active, creative kids at home.  

“What really gets to me about clean 
ing the house,” he said, “is all the 
crap.”  

Crap. Not just the toys and stuffed ani-
mals that overflow from toy bins, under 
beds and closets. The  adult stuff, too – 
the gadgets crowding the kitchen, the 
cleaning products jammed under the 
sink, the  stuff crammed in the medicine 
cabinet, the junk all over the yard, and 
on and on.  

The crap factor comes to mind in Jesus' 
parable of “the rich fool” in Luke 12:17-
20. The fool has so much  stuff, he wants 
bigger barns to hold it all. The parable 
should strike a chord with us in America, 
where  accumulation is such a big problem 
that self-storage (our bigger barns) is 
booming business.  

A man of few possessions, Jesus kept eve-
rything simple. He must have known how 
hard it is to focus on  godly living when 
are lives are cluttered with stuff. Of 
course, Jesus’ parable talks about posses-
sions, but  the same principle applies to the 
mind and heart’s clutter of ideas, loyalties 
and desires that distract us  from God.  

How cluttered is your house? Your mind? 
Your soul?  

This month, consider a house cleaning to 
get rid of unneeded, unnecessary stuff. And 
prayerfully  consider what “clutter” may be 
in your mind, heart and soul as well. What 
needs to be tossed out,  recycled or donated 
in order that your house and your spirit can 
focus on what’s truly important? That  is, 
the things of God.  

Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted 
by permission. Rev. Blezard serves as pastor of 
St.  Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and as 
content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.  

P.S. Consider participating in 

our “Junk in the Trunk” ac-

tivity next month to get rid of 

some of those treasures. 
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Celebration Lutheran Church 

39375 Joy Road, Westland, MI. 
Saturday – June 4, 2022 

9:00am to 3:00pm 
(set-up begins at 8:00) 

 

$15.00 – per space ($10.00 for CLC members) 

Celebration Lutheran Church 
Junk in the Trunk sale 

June 4, 2022– 9:00am to 3:00pm (set-up begins at 8:00) 
Registration deadline May 29, 2022  

 

Name:________________________________________Email:______________________________________ 
Address:______________________________City:______________________State:_________Zip:_________ 
Home phone:___________________________                      Cell phone:_______________________________ 
 
Cost: $15.00 per space (Church members - $10.00 per space) 
Make checks payable to “Celebration Lutheran Church”. 
 
How many spaces?__________   (each space is 13ft wide by 24ft deep)   
        
What are you selling?     General used items                        Arts and Crafts  
 

No food sales….No trailers....Rain or Shine….No electrical outlets.  
Vehicle to remain in rented space if possible. 
Tents, display shelves, garment racks, etc. are allowed.  Participants to provide their own tables and chairs. 

 

You will receive notification of acceptance and further information in a timely manner. 
 

Send this form plus check for rental to: 
Christine Snowden  — 38650 Warren Rd., Westland, MI 48185 — (734) 451-7489 
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May Devotionals 

Sunday, May 1  
Acts 9:1-6 [7-20] 
Psalm 30 
Revelation 5:11-14 
John 21:1-19 
 
Monday, May 2  
Psalm 121 
Ezekiel 1:1-25 
Acts 9:19b-31 
 
Tuesday, May 3  
Psalm 121 
Ezekiel 1:26—2:1 
Acts 26:1-18 
 
Wednesday, May 4  
Psalm 121 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
Luke 5:1-11 
 
Thursday, May 5  
Psalm 23 
Ezekiel 11:1-25 
Revelation 5:1-10 
 
Friday, May 6  
Psalm 23 
Ezekiel 20:39-44 
Revelation 6:1—7:4 
 
Saturday, May 7  
Psalm 23 
Ezekiel 28:25-26 
Luke 12:29-32 
 
Sunday, May 8  
Acts 9:36-43 
Psalm 23 
Revelation7:9-17 
John 10:22-30 
 
Monday, May 9  
Psalm 100 
Ezekiel 37:15-28 
Revelation 15:1-4 
 
Tuesday, May 10  
Psalm 100 
Ezekiel 45:1-9 
Acts 9:32-35 
 
Wednesday, May 11 
Psalm 100 
Jeremiah 50:17-20 
John 10:31-42 

Thursday, May 12  
Psalm 148 
Ezekiel 2:8—3:11 
Revelation 10:1-11 
 

Friday, May 13  
Psalm 148 
Daniel 7:13-14 
Revelation 11:15 
 
Saturday, May 14  
Psalm 148 
Daniel 7:27 
Revelation 11:16-19 
 
Sunday, May 15  
Acts 11:1-18 
Psalm 148 
Revelation 21:1-6 
John 13:31-35 
 
Monday, May 16  
Psalm 133 
1 Samuel 20:1-23, 35-42 
Acts 11:19-26 
 
Tuesday, May 17  
Psalm 133 
2 Samuel 1:4-27 
Acts 11:27-30 
 
Wednesday, May 18  
Psalm 133 
Leviticus 19:9-18 
Luke 10:25-28 
 
Thursday, May 19  
Psalm 67 
Proverbs 2:1-5 
Acts 15:36-41 
 
Friday, May 20  
Psalm 67 
Proverbs 2:6-8 
Acts 16:1-8 
 
Saturday, May 21  
Psalm 67 
Proverbs 2:9-15 
Luke 19:1-10 
 
Sunday, May 22  
Acts 16:9-15 
Psalm 67 
Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 
John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9 
   

Monday, May 23  
Psalm 93 
1 Chronicles 12:16-22 
Revelation 21:5-14 
 
Tuesday, May 24  
Psalm 93 
2 Chronicles 15:1-15 
Revelation 21:15-22 
 
Wednesday, May 25  
Psalm 93 
2 Chronicles 34:20-33 
Luke 2:25-38 
 
Thursday, May 26  
Acts 1:1-11 
Psalm 47 or Psalm 93 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Luke 24:44-53 
 
Friday, May 27  
Psalm 97 
Exodus 33:12-17 
Revelation 22:6-9 
 
Saturday, May 28  
Psalm 97 
Exodus 33:18-23 
John 1:14-18 
 
Sunday, May 29  
Acts 16:16-34 
Psalm 97 
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
John 17:20-26 
 
Monday, May 30  
Psalm 29 
Exodus 40:16-38 
Acts 16:35-40 
 
Tuesday, May 31 
Psalm 29 
2 Chronicles 5:2-14 
Acts 26:19-29 
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